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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 

Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 
‘‘How great is Your goodness, Lord. 

How good You are to those who fear 
You. All those in need can place their 
trust in You because You are faithful 
and Your promises will be fulfilled. 

‘‘You spoke Your Word and we were 
created. Your Word revealed Your love 
and we were redeemed. You send forth 
Your Spirit and renew the face of the 
earth. 

‘‘To You be glory, honor and thanks-
giving.’’ 

So prays this psalm, the House of 
Representatives and this Nation, both 
today and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. The Pledge of Alle-
giance will be led by the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. POE). 

Mr. POE led the Pledge of Allegiance 
as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

FINDING REAL SOLUTIONS TO 
MEET ENERGY NEEDS 

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, yesterday I talked to a farmer 
who told me he just purchased fuel to 
power his irrigation pumps. The cost 
for 2 weeks of that fuel, $33,000 worth of 
diesel. This Nation’s people and econ-
omy are reeling because of high energy 
costs, and yet some in this House offer 
nothing but the same old political 
games, the exact games that put us in 
this position. 

Let’s be very clear: No one is saying 
we shouldn’t be producing and using 
domestic supplies. But false solution 
land grabs and politics aren’t going to 
get us to energy independence. Oil 
companies today are sitting on 68 mil-
lion acres of Federal land, your land, 
Madam Speaker, that could produce up 
to a decade-and-a-half worth of all the 
fuel this country needs. Yet they are 
not drilling. Future generations de-
serve that we provide real solutions 
that not only include domestic produc-
tion, but provide innovations and alter-
native technologies and crack down on 
speculation. 

Yesterday, Madam Speaker, China 
increased their fuel prices by 17 per-
cent, and the price of oil dropped by $6 
a barrel. By anybody’s best estimate, 
that is more than drilling in ANWR 
would drop the cost. 

Madam Speaker, we deserve solutions 
that extend to the next generation, not 
the next election. 

f 

GUANTANAMO COURT DECISION 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, this 
week’s Supreme Court decision regard-
ing enemy terrorist detainees at Guan-
tanamo Bay threatens the separation 
of powers by undermining the author-
ity of the President as commander-in- 
chief and thwarting repeated efforts of 
Congress to address this issue. Taking 
enemy combatants from before mili-
tary tribunals and putting them before 
civilian judges is a mistake. 

Justice Scalia, who wrote a dis-
senting opinion to the 5–4 decision, 
said, ‘‘America is at war with radical 
Islamists. The game of bait-and-switch 
that today’s opinion plays upon the 
Nation’s commander-in-chief will make 
the war harder on us. It will almost 
certainly cause more Americans to be 
killed.’’ 

Chief Justice Roberts said, ‘‘Today 
the Court strikes down as inadequate 
the most generous set of procedure pro-
tections ever afforded aliens detained 
by this country as enemy combatants.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I believe history 
will judge the five Justices who sup-
ported this policy to be mistaken. Un-
fortunately, this most serious issue 
was stripped from the jurisdiction of 
America’s elected officials, who are ac-
countable to voters, and given to 
judges never elected and not account-
able to the population at large. 

f 

AMERICA CANNOT AFFORD MORE 
FAILED BUSH-CHENEY ENERGY 
POLICIES 
(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 
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